
Figuring Out the Lead

Say Something Meaningful

The lead must contribute to the telling of the story-including why the

audience should care. That a meeting took place is rarely news. Don't start

the lead with it:
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*""tns tonisht' the citv

It might be news if the councll didn't meet, but sheer existence is rarely

news. The lead should say something the council did that made the meeting

sufliciently significant to justifi' air time.

BErrsR., Good news for ci ty workers. The city

counci l  tonight approved a f ive percenr. pay

r a i s e .

Keep It Simple

Although all broadcast storics rnust rltswer the basic questions of who,

u,hat, wlrcrt:, uhen, u,hy and lrcw-don't try to answer thenl all in the lead.

You can't have nrore than one inrportant thought or idea per selltence.

Look for noncrit ical inforn'ration that can wait unti l later in the story.

Otherwise, you have the all-too-collt l ttolt overloaded lead. Break up the

infornration.
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Barren

Five people are being treated for smoke

inhalat ion today after a two-a1arm f ire

blamed on faulty wir ing at a smal1 off ice

building on the south side.

Five people are being treated for smoke

inhalat ion today after a two-alarm f ire on

the  south  s ide .  Of f i c ia ls  say  fau l ty  w i r ing

at a sma1l off ice bui lding.


